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LETTER To A LADY, G. 


ND ae you indeed rot into the only Cathe- 
lick Church? And are you ſure the men 


though you may be fo charitable as to think, that 


we have not intentionally cozened you ; yet, ſince vou 


cannot ſuppoſe us to be both in the right, you muſt 
neceſſarily conclude, that we have at leaſt ignorantly 


abuſed and impoſed upon you) And did you ever 
rightly conſider, what a truly Catholick Church does 


mean? Men of ſenſe and reaſon always believed, 


that a Church which holds the truly Catholick Faith, 
is a true and ſound member of the Catholick Church; 
and dares malice itſelf ſay, that we do not hold the 


Apoſtles, the Nicene, and Athanaſius's Creeds? The 


Church of Rome herfelf confeſſes, that theſe Creeds 
contain the truly Catholick Faith, And moſt cer- 
tainly, when the Nicene Council was celebrated, and 
© IN in 


you have lately believed have not deceived _ 
you, as you fancy we have done? (For, 


„ CE. : 
in Athanaſrus's time, that Church was counted a ſound 

member of the Catholick Church, that held that 
Catholick Faith, which is expreſſed in thoſe Creeds ; 
And do we not hold that Faith? Do we not ſtand 
up at it, to expreſs our readineſs to defend it? 
And what have we done, that we muſt not be counted 
a Catholick Church? Is it becauſe we will not re- 


cCeive things which the Church of Rome hath ſince 


added to the Catholick Faith? Is it becauſe we will 
not admit of the doctrines which that Church was 
_ firſt induced to believe, by the darkneſs and ignorance 
of the ages it lived in, and at laſt loth to part withal 
for fear they ſhould be thought to have been ſo long 


in an error? Is it becauſe we will not yield to things 


which we apprehend to be directly againſt the word 
of God, and deſtructive to that Catholick Faith the 
Chriſtian world hath profeſſed in all ages? Is it be- 
cauſe we will not deprive the People of the Cup in the 
bleſſed Sacrament, which Chriſt intended as a mighty 
comfort to them? Is it becauſe we will not believe 
the miracle of Tranſubſtantiation, againſt four of our 
ſenſes, and reaſon and ſcripture to boot? Is it becauſe 
wee will not ſuffer the worſhip of God, or that which 
is very like it, to be given to creatures, becauſe of tbe 
very appearance of the evil of Idolatry, which we are 
commanded to ſhun, as much as Idolatry itfelf? Is it 
becauſe we will not believe a Purgatory fire, which 


dleanſeth little, but peoples purſes of their money? „ be 


Is it becauſe we will not indulge the pride and arro- 
gance of a man at Rome, who having firſt wheedled 
the Chriſtian Princes out of their means and power, 
| hath at laſt made that riches. and power hereditary 
to his ſucceſſors, under a pretence of a legacy from 
_ Chriſt? Is it becauſe we will not believe, contrary 
to the Apoſtle's rule, that publick prayers, which are 
intended for the benefit and underſtanding of the 
. multitude, muſt be ſaid in a tongue unknown to the 


people? Theſe muſt certainly be the reaſons, why 


we cannot now paſs with the Church of Rome for 
NV N members 


%% ee e 
members of the Oabolick Chureh. That theſe' things 

* were not in the ancient Catholick Creeds, I hope you 
| _ are convinced; for vou have read them over, and 
ſound none of all theſe additions in them. And now 


theirs: Ours, that keeps to the truly ancient Catho- 
PI to Scripture, and reaſon, and antiquity? And dare 
2Þ you continue in a Church, where your very commu- 
nion with it is an approbation of their actions, which 


there be any thing more contrary to it, than their de- 
nying the Cup to the Laity ? And when you receive 
the Sacrameirt but in one kind, contrary to Chriſt's 
command, do not you ſin, and allow of the ſin of 
that Church you are in? Is not your. diſobedience ito 


lick Faith; or theirs, that hath added things contrary | 4 


are directly contrary to the command of Chriſt? Can 


felf? You confeſs, you dare not live in any one ſin: 
But how date you live in this fin ? You talk of the 
benefit of Confeſſion and Abſolution, when that very 
Prieſt to whom you confeſs, and who. abſolves you, 
lives in that fn you are guilty of, and neither ab- 
ſolves himſelf nor 
nue in it, as if the blind had a mind to lead the blind. 
How dare you act thus againſt your reaſon and con- 


confeſs, that G o D will laugh at your mock confeſ- 


trary to Chriſt's command about the Cup, nor are 
willing to part with it? Tell me not here, that 
_ drink the blood of Chriſt in eating his fleſn; if fo, to 
what purpoſe doth the Prieſt confecrate wine for him- 
ſelf, if he drinks the blood of Chriſt in eating his fleſb ? 
But ſuppoſe the Bread were tranſubſtantiated into the 
„ fleſh and blood of Chriſt; you know that the not 
| Living the Cup of Bleſſing to thoſe who come to the 
1 Lord's 


— 
a 


I beg of vou, in the name, and by the mercy f. 
that Jeſus in whom you believe, to judge, which is 
moſt likely to be the truly Catholick Church, ours, or 


* PE N Neal OE, ; 


_ Chriſt's command a ſin ? Or, can you imagine that 3 
you are more obliged to obey mon, than Chriſt him- i 


you from it; and you both conti- 4 


ſcience ? Are you not afraid, when you are going to 


hon; ſince you neither confeſs that fin of living con- 1 
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Lord's Supper, is contrary to Chriſt's inſtitution, who 
diſtinctly conſecrated the Cup, and gave that to his 
Diſciples, ' who were repreſentatives: of all believers, 
"as well as the Bread, and peremptorily commanded, 
Drin ye all of this; and I hope you do not call 
eating the \ conſecrated Wafer, drinking the Wafer. Þ}þ 
But let us grant you your ſtrange doctrine, that you 
do participate of the blood of Chrift, in eating the 
| conſecrated Wafer: Who gave your Church Autho- 
\ rity to alter Chriſt's inſtitution? How can men di- 
penſe with an expreſs law of God ? Can they annu! 
what God would have eſtabliſhed; and continue to 
the world's end? And can you conſent to fo great a ; 
- Tacrilege? Doth not ſome horror ſeize on you, when | 
vou ſeriouſly think, that you approve of the Pricft's oy 
_ © {inning againſt ſo notorious a precept, and which he 
| that runs may read? And, pray, Madam, wherein 
have you bettered yourſelf in going over to the Roman 
Church? Is this your proficiency in Religion, to 
* forſake a Church, where you felt the lively Oracles of 
heaven coming warm upon your ſoul, and to join your- yz 
ſelf to a Church, where you hear nothing but Latin 
Prayers; and where the Prieſt, if he be not a good 
man, may as well curſe you, as bleſs you, for an 
1 thing you underſtand of his language Or devotion ? 5 
- this your proficiency: in Religion, to leave a Church, 
where you are taught to worſhip God in ſpirit and 
in truth, and now tocleave to one, where they teach | 
your prayers to go won crutches of Crucifixes, Beads, 
and Images? Doth this look like that noble Reli? 
gion which Chriſt taught the world, and whofe de- 
ſign was to advance our rational ſouls by contempla- 
tion and meditation? O, Madam, you are too young 
to know the tricks of that Church you live in; they 
were more politick heads than yours is, that had the 
- contriving it. Bold men, that had learnt not to bluſh 
_«ata'lye; and then thought it their intereſt to hector 
te world into a belief of it. We, that can read books |. 
was well as they, and RTE the Hiſtory of the Church |). 
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as well as they, can ſee through all theſe devices; 
which they perceiving, are angry with us for diſco- 


vering the cheat. What was it, Madam, that you 
wanted in our Church to carry you to heaven? Did 
you want that which the Apoſtles and the primitive 
' Chriſtians never wanted? I mean, did you want more 
| Articles of Faith than they ſubſcribed and believed ? 
If you wanted that, we confeſs we could not ſupply 
you; for we dare fay nothing, and believe nothing 
with divine faith, but what Moſes and the Prophets, 
and Chriſt and his Apoſtles, have taught us. If the 


Scriptures contain all things neceſſary to ſalvation, 


then we teach all that. If the Church of Rome knows 
more Articles than Chriſt and his Apoſtles knew of, 


we will admire her infolence, but cannot ſatisfy her 


unreaſonable defire. Did you want ftriftneſs of life 
in our Church? If all the commands of the Goſpel 

can 'make you holy, we teach them all, and preſs 
them upon the people; and I preſume, you do not 
aim to be holier than Chriſt and his Apoſtles would 
have you to be. Hath the Church of Rome another 


(Goſpel to teach you, than that we did inſtruct you in? 


If they have, much good may it do them, We are 


not fond of the Apoſtle's cutſe, Should an angel from 
heaven bring another goſpel unto you, let him he ac- 
curſed. I know your common plea, That we Pro- 


- teſtants cannot rightly interpret the Scripture, becauſe 
we pretend to no infallibility.” And do you blame us, 
for not being ſo impudent as e Church of Rome? 
There is no Proteſtant but would be glad there were 
an infallible interpreter of Scripture inſtituted by Go p, 


and recommended to mankind, 


But where ſhall we find him? Who is it that 
| God hath imparted this honour to? Tf you ſay the 
Fathers; you know not what you ſay; for the Fa- 
tthers differ many times as moth | 
the Scripture, and are as contrary to one another, as 
any Men. If you ſay, the Church; that is a hard 
word: If you mean, Chriſt's univerſal Church, diſ- 


4 perſed 


in interpretation of 


- 
7 8A 


1 81 


perſed all the world over, pu aſa us where it 
is, that this Church. hath left an infallible comment 
upon the Bible, and how. it. is poſſible for a man that 


will be reſolyed in any point, to go to all chriſtian 


people in the world? If you ſay, the Church of Rome 


You mult firſt ſhew. us her commiſſion for this infal- 
lible interpretation. -Secondly, you muſt prove ſhe 


hath inſallibly interpreted the Scriptures, - and that 
thoſe interpretations are infallible in all places. Third- 


ly, you muſt agree among yourſelves, what part of 


0 your Church is infallible; whether the Pope, or an 
univerſal Council, or all chriſtian People, or whether 
all theſe together, To ſay, that this infallibility lies 


in the Church, though you know not where, is to (ay, 


a needle: lies in a bottle of hay, and he hath good 
Juck that finds it, Nay, I think the Church of Rome 
hath been ſo modeſt, that notwithſtanding all her 
pretences to infallibility, ſhe never hath dared to ob- 


trude a comment on the Bible as infallible ; nor did 
LI ever ſee any interpretation of the Bible made either 


by Pope or Council, which hath pretended to infalli- 
bility, If that Church be infallible, why do not their 


own Divines agree in interpretation - of Seripture? If 


there be an infallible ſenſe of the Scriptures in that 
Church, then the members of that Church are mad 
not to keep to that infallible ſenſe, eſpecially if they 


know where to fetch it; and they offer great affronts 


and injuries to their Church, in differing ſo much 
about interpretation of Scripture, when their Church 


can give them an' infallible ſenſe of it. For that 


Church having, as they pretend, the Holy Ghoſt to 


guide them in all things, I ſuppoſe that ſpirit aſſiſts 
her in the interpretation of one part of Scripture, as 


well as in another. If they ſay, it doth infallibly af- 


ſiſt them in ſome places, and not in all, they deſtroy 
their on principle; and how ſhall a man be ſure, 
that juſt in thoſe points which are in diſpute between 


us and them, they are infallible ? Is the Spirit divid 
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cd: or, is be not always the ſume? or, doth he not 
exert his power upon all o j,ꝓjn s 


Aadam, Who ſo. blind as thoſe that will not ſee ? 


Who ſers not that the pretence of inſallibility is no- 
thing but a juggle, a device to maintain a triple 
crown, and an engine to carry on a temporal autho- 
rity? God indeed has promiſed, that his Church 
diſperſed through the world, ſhall laſt to the world's 
end, and that the gates of hell ſhall n.? prevail againſt 
it; but that promiſe differs very much from a pro- 


miſe of infallibility : And ſuppoſe it did infer an in- 
fallibility, how comes the particular Church of Rome 


to ingtoſs it to herſelf, that is at the beſt but a mem- 


ber, and a very unſound one, of Chriſt's univerſal 


Church? It is one thing to be ſecured againſt being 
de ſtroyed, and another to be free from all poſſibility 
of error. There is no doubt but a ſober rational man, 
that prays earneſtly for illumination, and reads the 
Seripture much, and conſiders the circumſtances. the 
holy Writers were in when they writ, and the occa- 
ſions of their writing, and hath the advantage of 


learning, of languages, and hiſtory, may give a very 


true interpretation of Scriptures, ſuch an interpreta- 
tion as no man tan; rationally contradict, though he 
hath not recourſe to à viſible infallible guide, and 
though himſelf be not infallible. Things may be 
very certain, though they are not infallibly ſo; and 
he that can make things out ſo, that a prudent man 
cannot but give conſent to them, and hath no juſt 
cauſe to doubt of their truth, may juſtly challenge 
belief from other men. But will not inſiſt upon this 


int, becauſe I never heard you ſpeak much of it. 


will come a little cloſer to thoſe reaſons that moved 
you to go over to the Roman Church, whereof the 
principal was this; That you were troubled in mind 
upon the account of your fins, and could get no fatiſ- 
faction in our Church, though you ſought it, like 
Eſau, with tears; whereas you did no ſooner confeſs 


to 


wa 


25 * 


to a Roman Prieſt, and receive abſolution, but you 
preſently found unſpeakable comfort. . 
And are you fure, Madam, that the peace and ſa- 
tis faction you found in that Church was not deluſion ? 
' You tremble at that word; but let us conſider the 
nature of your peace. When you were in our Church, 
either you did truly repent of all your fins, or you 
did not. If you did not, moſt certainly you could have 
no ſolid peace; but if you did truly repent, as you 
- fay you did, what could hinder” you from applying 
the promiſes made to penitent finners, to yourſelf, 
which are the true grounds of comfort and fatisfac- 
tion? It may be, you wanted a voice from heaven to 
confirm the promiſe. of the Goſpel ; but have you 
ſince heard ſuch a voice from heaven in the Church 
of Rome ? I think not. If you truly repented in our 
Church, then certainly by the Word of God you 
were aſſured that your | fins were pardoned; and if 
they were pardoned, why ſhould you not comfort 
yourſelf with that pardon? That which makes you 
rejoice now, is becauſe you believe your fins are par- 
doned; but if, when you were of our Church, you 
verily believed you truly repented, you could not but 
believe that your ſins were pardoned; and conſe- 
quently, you might have taken as much comfort as 
yon do now. But the Miniſter of the Church of 
England, you ſay, gave me no abſolut ion, which the 
Roman Prieſt did. Why, Madam, did any of our 


35 


_ Miniſters deny you abſolution, when you could aſſure 


them that your, repentance was ſincere? Did you ever 
ask abſolution, and were you refuſed? Nay, I appeal 
to your conſcience, did not thoſe Miniſters you con- 
' verſed withal aſſure you over and over, that you need 
not doubt of the pardon of your fins, fo long as you 
did deteſt and abhor them, and watch, and ftrive, 
and pray againſt them, and were ſincerely reſolved to 
commit them no more, and did avoid the very occa- _ 
ſions of evil? And what was this but abſolution ? 


Which, however, you might have had performed with 


greater 


1 
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greater ceremony, if you had had a mind to it. It is 
no very hard matter to gueſs at the riſe and progreſs 
of your peace and ſatisfaction in the Roman Church. ; 
All new things pleaſe, and, provided they have but a | 
good face, allure our fancy; and thus being pleaſed, 3 
it is very natural to defend them; and having once '2 
deſended them, our love to them advances, and by 
degrees we think our honour and credit is too far en- 
gaged to part with them. We ſee how children are 
quieted with new trifles (pardon the uncourtly com- 
pariſon, I know not how to ſhun it) and the new ob- 
ject, they never ſaw before, ſurpriſes and charms them, 
makes them fix their eyes upon it, and cry if they 
cannot have it, In the nature of children we ſee our 
own ; and embracing new objects, which our ſickly 
fancy is roving: after, is but the ſcene of childrens 
Jlonging for new play-things, changed: The novelty | 
pof the thing you were venturing upon, the new Church 1 
(new indeed, new to you, and new to God Almighty) 
which you were to join yourſelf to, the ſtool of Con- 
feſſion in the Church, and the Prieſt's new habit, and 
mortified face (which perhaps he owes mote to his 
country than to his virtue) and affected gravity, and | 
aſſuring you that their abſolution had a wonderful | 
virtue and efficacy; all theſe together ſurpriſed you, 
and raiſed your expectation, and ſtruck ſome kind of 
reverence into you. Your mind being thus poſſeſſed 
with the ideas of theſe new things you never tried be- 
ſore, and working upon your affections, and moving 
your will to confeſs to this man of wonders, you natu- 
rally fell into a fancy, that ſo much formality and ce- 
remony, different from that you had been uſed to in 
our Church, had more charms in it than our plain 
and honeſt way; and then laid the ſtreſs of your par- 
don upon the new Prieſt's abſolut ion in that formal 
. manner, wherewith your fancy being impregnated, it 
ſoon diffuſed a cheerful air in your countenance, and 
raiſed ſome gladneſs in your heart, becauſe you had 
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. becauſe 


you kid. the ſtreſs of your pardon upon the 


abſolution of that Roman Prieſt, and not upon the. 

ſincerity of your repentance.” If a Prieſt could forgive _ 
mim, whether men repent or no; then indeed you might | 
have laid the ſtreſs of your pardon on that forgiveneſs 


-of the-Prieſt : but ſince, by your own confeflion, that 
v abſolution of the Prieſt ſigniſies nothing, except you 


truly trpent z for you 20 ail your confort on that 


Ne when it ſhould have been founded on your 
'repentance,. cannot but be a falſe fire; and a 


coanterfeit comfort: If you ſay, you did not fetch 


-your peace from that abſolution, but from the ſince- 
be the foundation of it, 


1 true repentance mu 


Church: If you ſtill reply, you could not: you vhily 
* you would not; for true repentance is true re- 


pentance im any Church: and if true repentance cauſes | 
_ — it would have cauſed true! comfort in 


_ — 0 xvell as in the Roman 3 and eee 
chene mat bo bun tent in this comfort. 


The fancy you have ſince taken up, that the ibn 185 
. why you found comfort in the Church of Rome, upon 
your 2 and abſolution, and none in ours, muſt 
needs he, becauſe the Prieſts of that Church are true 


Prieſts, and ours are not,” is as ſolid as your peace. If 
"we have no true Prieſts i in the Church of England, 
then moſt certainly the Church of Rome hath norte. 


"Phe Biſhops, which in the beginning of our reforma- 
tion did ordain Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons among 
us, were 'ordained by Biſhops of that Church; and if 


_ the character of Orders, by their own confeſſion, be 
indellble, then it was not all the thunders and light- 


nings of excommunication at Rome could annul it, 
io is true your ghoſtly Father very confidently tells 
ow (a quality incident to that ſort of men) That our 
W Biſhops never * Orders from 


Biſhops 


peace and ſatisfaction, or deluſion rather, ; 


\rity of your repentance, ” of a catch yourſelf; for if 
might have taken the ſame comfort in our 
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dare contradict alf the publick authentick records we 
have of their being conſecrated by Biſhops of the 
Church of Rome; they might as well deny, that 
there were ſuch Kings of England as Henry VIT. and. 


Papiſt ſhould come into trouble about the title of an 
eſtate he hath, and did but know that the name of 
his anceſtors, the manner of the conveyance, and his 
 juft title, were in ſome publick record or regiſter ; he 
would ſoon make uſe of it, alledge it as a ſufficient 
proof, and thank God, for preſerving a record which 


be a greater teſtimony in matters of fact, next to Re- 
velation, than publick records and regiſters; and we 


fools, for putting in things contrary to what was pub- 
| lickly known, may juſtly be fuppoſed to have kept 

the publick notaries from afferting things notonouſty = 
falſe. In thefe regiſters, I ſay, it wilt be found, what 


_ biſhop Parker, the firſt Archbiſhop of Canterbury 


crated December 17, 1559. by four perfons then ac- 
_ twally Biſhops, and who had formerly been ordained 


. 1 
Brſhops of the Church of Rome: But one would ad- 
mite what ſpirit doth poſſeſs” theſe men, that they 


Henry VIII. (for we have nothing but publick records 
to ſhew for it) as deny, that the Biſhops of the Re- 

formation were ever conſecrated by Biſhops of the 
Roman perſuaſion. I am perſuaded, that ir any 


is fo much for bis advantage. I know not what can 


dare venture our reputation upon it, that in the au- 
thentick regiſters of the reſpective Archbifhops of 
Canterbury, where fear of being counted knaves and 


ſucceſſion our firſt Proteſtant Biſhops had; how Arch- 


by Biſhops of the Church of Nome; viz. Milliam 
Barlny, in Henry VIIIth's days Biſhop of St Da- 
vid's, under Edward VIth Bifhop of Bath and 
Wells, under Queen Mary driven into exite, and re- 
turned under Queen Elrzubeth ; John Story, for- 
merly Biſhop of Chichefer; Mites Ceverdult, for- 
merly Biſhop of Exeter; and John Fhdgkins, Biſhop p 
Suffragan of Bedford, Not to mention, that the Queen 3 

ic MT eee 


— 
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Letters Patents (in caſe any of the other ſhould bee 

ſick, or forced to be abſent) were directed to three © 
_ Biſhops, more, who had formerly been Popiſh Bi- 

„ and were turned Proteſtants; vis. Anthony, 
Biſhop of Landaff, Fobn, Biſhop Suffragan of Thed-- 
ford,, and Fobn Bale, Biſhop of Offery. But all 
this hath been ſo clearly demonſtrated out of the pub- 
lick records, firſt by Mr Maſon, and ſince by Arch- 
biſhop: Brambal, that he who writes of it can only 
tranſcribe out of them; and thoſe who deny theſe 
records, muſt be men of ſtrange foreheads, and of the 
_ greateſt diſingenuity. From theſe men, who had 
their Prieſthood from the Church of Rome, our Prieſt- 
hood is Jineally derived: So that if our Prieſthood 
be not valid, theirs cannot be; and if hereſy doth not 
make the Epiſcopal Office void, nor diſable a man 
from conferring Epiſcopal Orders on other men (as is 
evident from the ſecond Council of Nice, with your 
Church an Oecumenical Council, which received 
Biſhop Anatolius, though conſecrated by Dieſcorus, 

an heretical Biſhop) if, I ſay, hereſy doth not make 

the Epiſcopal Order void; then, Auro we were 

hereticks, our Priefthood, which is derived from Po- 
piſh Biſhops who turned Proteſtants, muſt be a true 
Prieſthood till; and to this purpoſe I remember one 

of your Church ſaid lately, Once @ Prieſt, for ever a 


Hadan, If you deſire to know the truth, be ho- 


neſt and ſincere; you ſhould act like a perſon that 4. 
hath a mind to be ſatisfied, and ſearch the publick _ 1 
records; and, till then, believe not my tale that is I 
told you. The common plea of your Prieſts, That L 
our records are ſophiſticated, and that we have put in it 


what we pleaſe, argues only boldneſs and ignorance, 
when they can ſhew neither where, nor when, nor by 
whom, they were corrupted. Thoſe who talk fo, 
ſeem neither to underſtand what a publick ſolemn 
thing the Conſecration of a Biſhop is in England, 
nor ta reflect, how difficult it is to fill a publick tr 
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giſter with falſities, as to matters of fat, when there 
are ſo many hundred men who know what is done at 4 
ſuch a time, and view: the records, and would moſt b 
certainly ſpeak of it, if they found a flaw in the re- 1 
' lation. But if we ſhould deal thus with the Church of - it 

Rome, queſtion all their regiſters in the Vatican, and 1 
ſay, which we might do with far greater reaſon, that i 
they are things packed and invented by men who have 
a mind to keep up a faction, I know what language 
we ſhould meet withal. But will you boaſt, ſay you, 


of having derived your . Orders from the Church of 1 
Rome, when you believe the Church of Rome to be fd 
an idolatrous Church? Madam, it is not the office 1 
of a Biſhop of a Church we find fault withal, but l 


the abuſes of it. A Church that is guilty of very great 
corruption both in doctrine and manners, may have 
ſomething that is good and allowable; and he that 
retains that, is not therefore guilty of her corruption, 
nor eſpouſes her errors. Your Idolatry is one thing, 
and your Orders are another, The Jews did take 
many good things from the Heathens, and the Chriſ- 
tians many commendable things from the Jews; but 
that neither made the Jews approve of the Heatheniſh 
' worſhip, nor the. Chriſtians allow of the Jewiſh er- 
 rors, We are not fo diſingenuous, as to make the 
breach between you and us wider than needs. So far 
as you go with Scripture and true Antiquity, we hold 
with you; where you contradict both, we cannot with 
_ a. ſafe conſcience bear you company. He that ſees a 
pearl lie among a great deal of traſh, if he take the 
pearl, is not therefore obliged to take the rubbiſh too; 
and if we have derived our Orders from you, that 
infers no neceſlity, that we muſt therefore conſent to 
' your notorious depravations of the ancient ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel. The Chriſtians heretofore that ap- 
proved of the Baptiſm of the Donatiſts, did not there- 1 
fore preſently acknowledge the truth of their opinions I 
and he that ſhould take a good cuſtom from te 
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Turks, cannot be therefore ſaid to approve of 1 3 


_ things that are in the Alcoran, 


Ma dom, There is nothing more eaſy, coin to . 
vil at the moſt prudent action in the world; eſpecially xx 
where people take a flight ſurvey of things, and do iy 
not with ſeriouſneſs and deliberation weigh the eir- 
cumſtances of the fact, and do not examine the in- 
ſide, as well as the outſide: And I muſt confeſs, upon 
the beſt examination of your actions and proceedings 
in this revolt to the Church of Rome, you never took 
the right way to be ſatisfied; for, inſtead of ponder- 
ing the arguments and motives of our departure from 


the Church of Rome, and of the reaſons we alledge 
for our Church and doctrine, you made it your chief 


employment to read their books, and believed what 


they ſaid to be oracles, for no other reafon but be- 


. 2 3 talked with greater arrogance and confi- 
f you ſay, that you could not judge of argu- 
ns aeg er ped been bred a ſcholar: I would 
ow you durſt change your religion 

then? Did you change it without reaſon, and with- - 
out ground? And if you are not able to weigh the 

ſtrength of arguments, how can you be fure that you 


but ask you, 


are in the true Church at this time? It is not talk, 


but arguments, that muſt demonſtrate the truth of a 
religion; And if you have not ſufficiently weighed 
the arguments on both ſides, it is a thouſand to 
one but you may til] be in the wrong way; and you 
know not but you may be as much out now, as you 
were formerly. Madam, ſo great a thing as the 
change of your religion, upon which no leſs than 
* depends, might juſtly have challenged ſome 
. y, before you had reſolved upon it. To do 
E. * of this nature upon ſo flight a ſurvey, conſi- 
deer whether it doth not argue raſhneſs and weakneſs, 
[ll 2 than piety and devotion. To leave a reli- 
gion you have been bred and born in, a religion 


founded upon the word of God, and which you had 


i” liberty to examine by the tt upon reading WM 


_ popiſh 
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popiſh book ot two, without diving to the bottom 
oft the ſeveral controverſies, without reflecting on toe 
impottance of the points in queſtion, without ſtudy- ll 
ing a conſiderable time which religion comes neateſtt 
do Scripture, and which goes fartheſt off; is ſuch an 
argument of impatience, that you only ſeem to have 
yielded to a dangerous temptation of the Devil. If 1 
' the controverſies berween the Church of Nome and 10 
us are ſo intricate, as you fay, and above your capa- 9 
city to dive into them; you have then run over to 
that Church in the dark, and have as little reaſon to 
be fatisfied with your proceedings, as you believe you f 
dave with our way of worſhip. You plead, that | 
you have been ſitting up whole nights, and weeping, { 
and praying, that God would diſcover to you which 
is the true way to falvation; and from that time 
forward you found inclinations to go over to that 
Church: And is this a ſufficient argument to juſtify 
your forwardneſs? When you had already begun to 
doubt, whether our Church were a true Church or 
no, becauſe you found not that ſatisfaction in it your 
ſickly defires wanted; it was then an eaſy matter to 
give ear to confident people, Hot itugitiertally and 
peremptorily aſfured you, that you would find fatif- 
faction in their Church: And being fed with this 
hope, your inclinations to that Church grew ſtronger 
every day; as our mother Eve, the hopes of being 
ke God, ſuggeſted to ber by the Serpent, did egg and 
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= fpurheron to eat of the fatal Tree. 15 ; 
Me do not ſorbid people to pray to God, to lead 
or direct them into the right way (though ſometimes 
it may be a perfect tempting of God, when people 
are in the right way, to deſire God to difcover to 
them, by a ſign of their own choice, whether they 


gare in it or no.) But then, if we pray to God to di- 1 
rect us, we muſt not neglect the means God hath ap- 4 
pointed in order to our ſatisfaction, but muſt com- ix 
= pare Scripture with Scripture, and books with books, 
and arguments with arguments; and ſearch which | 
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a 7 agrees moſt with the doctrines and practices 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and, as the noble Bereans 
dic examine all the docttines propoſed to our belief, 
Hg by the Scripture 4 And doing thus, and continuing this Ai ; 
| ſearch, and theſe prayers together, no doubt, but God | 


: 8 his good time, will anſwer us, and direct us. 
But to pray to God to direct us, and not to uſe te 
means, in the uſe. of which he hath promiſed to 
direct us, we do in a manner mock him, or deſire him 
to work a miracle for us, or to vouchſafe us ſome ex- 
traordinary revelation, when we have Moſes and the 
Prophets, and may hear them. And I am confident, 
had you joined this way with your prayers, examined 
the doctrines of the Church of Rome, and compared 
them with the. goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
_ _ ſeen. whether there be any thing like it in the Bible, 
and ſearched whether Chriſt and his Apoſtles ever 
taught ſuch doctrines ; and done all this, not flight- 
_ by, but ſeriouſly and ſolidly, it is impoſſible you could 
ever have turned Pap;/#: For, if our goſpel] be 
true, that religion can never be true; for there is 
nothing in the world can run more counter to the 
| Goſpel, than the doctrines of that Church, wherein 
we differ from them: And they had need put the 
Bible among prohibited books; for, ſhould the people 
have liberty freely to peruſe it, the Church of Rome 


would grow very thin and deſpicable. 


I am ſenſible, your Prieſts find fault with our 


_ tranſlation of the Bible, and cry out, That there 
ae great defects in it: But when they talk ſo, they # : 
had need talk to women, not to men of learn- 

ing, and who underſtand Greet and Hebrew, the 
languages in which the Word was originally written. 
The honeſty of our tranſlators appears ſufficiently ** 

from hence; becauſe if any ſentence in the Bible be 

capable of a double ſenſe, they expreſs the one in the 
text, and the other in the margin; and where they 
do but in the leaſt vary from the original, they ei- 
_ "ther diſcover it by the italick character, or give you 


ns 


his 
od 


X 


notice of it in the margin; than which there can be 
nothing more honeſt. And let any Papiſt of you all 


1 


ſhew us, wherein any thing in our Bible is ill tranſ- 


lated out of malice or deſign, or expreſſed in words 
- which the original will not bear, . 


If we examine tranſlations by the original, then 


ſure I am, there are few tranſlations go farther from 

it than the vulgar Latin, or the Rhemiſb Teſtament ; 

as were an eaſy matter to prove, if I intended more 
then a Lew 4 | 


You are much taken with their mortifications and 


penances, which, you ſay, we have not in our 


Church. But it is a ſign, Madam, you did not 
rightly underſtand our religion : We are ſo far from 


.condemning mortification and ſeverity of life, that 
we do commend it, provided it be in order to ſubdue 

the body of fin, and to raiſe ourſelves to a greater 
pitch of virtue; provided theſe ſeverities be ſepa- 
rated from all opinion of merit, and from an opinion 


of their being ſatisfactory and expiatory, and uſed 
only as helps, to work in us a perfect deteſtation of 
ſin. And I will aſſure you, there are more in the 


Church of England who uſe ſeverities in this humble 
holy way, than you are aware of, 


We, indeed, do not ordinarily inflict them on all 
perſons, becauſe we know not their conſtitution, nor 
what their nature will bear, nor have we any com- 


mand for it in the word of God: But theſe things 
we leave to every man's diſcretion, urging, that 
where fins require ſtronger remedies, there men 
_ ought to make uſe of them; and if their corrup- 


tions will not be gone by reaſonings and arguments, 


that there they muſt inflict mulcts and penalties on 
Though 
I muſt fay ſtill, that religious ſeverities and auſteri- 
ties are not certain ſigns of a true religion; for 
Heathens do uſe them as much as Chriſtians, nay 
more than Chriſtians; witneſs the Brachmans in the 
Indies, and the religious Pagans diſperſed 9 
£6 e 1 


themſelves, to drive the unclean ſpirit out. 
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all the eaſtern parts: And if you conclude, « That 


therefore the Church of Rome muſt be in the right, 


berauſe they infli& great penalties and ſeverities, and 


make daily uſe of them; I am afraid you only for- 


bear turning Turk or Heathen, becauſe you never 
ſaw their far greater ſeverities in religion, than the 
Church of Rome can boaſt of. But ſtilf, „The Pro- 
teſtant Church hath not the real body and blood of 
-Chrift in the holy Sacrament, which the Church of 
Rome hath,” And are you ſure the Church of 


Nome hath it? I am perſuaded, you did never 


taſte it, nor ſee it, nor feel it, nor ſmell it; and how 
do you know it? What, becauſe the Prieſts of that 
Church do tell you ſo? No, ſay you, it is be- 
cauſe Chriſt ſaith in expreſs terms, This is my 
Body.“ And here, I confeſs, I Rand amazed, that 

men with learning and reaſon about them, can fink. 

into an opinion ſo contradictory, that, if all the 
_ "ronſequences of it be conſidered, there is nothing in 
nature can be more abſurd or irrational: And tte 
Church of Rome had need oblige men to deny both 
their reaſon and ſenſes, to believe a Tranſubſtantia- 
tion. Here indeed, a faith ſtrong enough to remove 
mountains is neceſſary; and though never any mi- 
racles were wrought, but were wrought on purpoſe 
to convince our lenſes; yet here we muſt believe 
one which neither ſenſe nor reaſon can diſcover. 
When Chriſt gave the Sacrament to his Diſciples, 


Faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xi. 24. He brake the 


bread, and ſaid, Take, eat; this is ' my body, * I 


which is broken for you. Tt is a wonderful thing, 


that the word 7s, in the firſt ſenſe, This is my body, 


ſhould have a literal ſenſe, and in the very next 
ſentence, pronounced with the ſame breath, cannot 


admit of a literal ſenſe :' For the word is, in the fe- 


cond ſentence, muſt neceſſatily ſtand for ſhall be; 


becauſe Chriſt's body, when He gave the bread, was 
not yet broken. If 


it will not admit of a literal 


ſenſe in the very next ſentence, becauſe of the ab- 
„„ wry 


- 
> F | 
£5 4 1 
2 \ 


wy 4 N 
" : 
= { 
. 1 5 
Tow; 
7 "2 8 
> 0 


_ 


F 


Fr 


9 
#2 
ESE 

Fi 

87 

226k 

SIA 

RS 
2 
. 


v0 
<4 


n 
9 22 
RED 
- Th 7-8 

ER 15% 

e 

„ 

. 
g 8.0 47 

b —_ 

#5: 

FEET >: 
2 * gy 
Od ES 
ER +3 
i 
"Mi = JED 

44 EINER 
1 

_ * 

3 

1 

2 4,9 ” * 

1 
_—_— 

Y 3 1 
„ 
Ws —_ 

1 

8 
2 
© 
By - - 1 
1 5 

5 

7 

& te 

r 

* 80 . 

; > 

We £9 

7. - : 
3 
po. 

© Bo 

1 8 4 

EEK. 

5 = 4 : 

* 0 

e 
123 12 

1 7 

XL 5 7 

„ 
Ke 

E 8 
n - 

: 3 

288 

4 B 67 TORE 

HZ Fa Y 

1 4 

- 1 25 


| I 
ſurdity which would follow, that Chriſt was cruci- 
before he was crucified; why ſhould we un- 


fied 
- derftand it in the firſt ſentence literally, when the 
-abſurdity- is far greater? Nay, that the word is 


ſhould riot be capable of being underſtood literally 


in the ſecond eſſential part of the Sacrament, This 
Cup is the new Te/tament; and here, I ſay, it 
ſhould import, and can import nothing elſe, but 


niet, or, is & Sign of the new Teſtament; and 
* — be — 4 4 ſo in the firſt part of 
the Sacrament, is a thing we cannot comprehend: 


And when the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the Lord's Sup- 


per, or Euchariſt, 1 Cor. x. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing 
which we bleſs, ig it not the Communion of the Blood 


of Chris? and, The Bread which we break, 7s it 


not the Communion of the Body of Chrift? Let the 


rigideſt Papiſt, who hath not quite baniſhed his rea- 
| ſon, tell me, how he will make ſenſe of the word 
is here, except he underſtand it figuratively : Moſt 
certainly it cannot be underſtood literally; for the 
Cup is not that Communion, but is a Sign of it. 


One would admire, how men can be fo obſtinate 
in a thing as clear as the fun: and you might as 
well conclude, that Chriſt is a door made of boards 
and nails, becauſe the Scripture faith he ;s a Door; 
or that he is a real vine with green leaves and 


grapes about him, becauſe the Scripture ſaith he is a 


Vine. But ſuppoſe the word if in theſe words, This 


is my Body, muſt be underſtood literally, How doth . 


this make for Tranſubſtantiation ? Are the words 7s, 
and is tranſubſtantiated, all one? A thing may be faid 
to be a thouſand ways, and yet without Tranſub- 


ſtantiation: So that, if by the word 75 you under- 


ſtand Tranſubſtantiation, you yourſelf muſt go from 


the literal ſenſe, and aſſume a ſenſe which is not ex- 
preſſed in that ſaying. All the Jews are fo well 


verſed in the ſenſe of ſacramental expreſſions, that 


by the word 7s they underſtand: nothing but fignifies, 


or repreſents ; and therefore it is a hotrid ſhame, that 


Chriſtians, 
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| Chriſtians, merely for fear of being laughed at he 
departing from an abſurd opinion, and lofing the cre- 
dit of a pretended infallibility, ſhould 99% them- 
ſelves ignorant in that, which the meaneſt Jew, even 
beſore the Goſpel, underſtood without a teacher: For 
we may. confidently believe, that no Jew, before 
. Chriſt's time, was ſo ſottiſh as to think, when it is 
faid, the Fleſh is the Paſſever, Exod. xii. 11. that 
the F leſh or Blood was really the Paſſover, but only 
a ſign or repreſentation of it, or a token to them, 
as Moſes calls it, ver. N 

I will not here put you in mind of the dan abſur- 
dities that muſt follow from this doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation; viz. that Chriſt, when he did cat and 
drink in this Sacrament, alt have eaten his own 
Fleſh; and that the Apoſtles muſt have eaten his 
Body, while he was at the table with _ and be- 
fore it was crucified, &r, _ 
I could tell you, that this doctrine is s againſt the 
great Article of our Faith, "That Chriſt is aſcended 
into Heaven, and there fitteth on the right Hand of 
God until the day of Judgment: — That it is againſt 
the nature of a real body, to be in a thouſand places 
at once: — And that from hence it muſt follow, 
that the Body arid Blood of Chriſt is capable of 
—_ devoured by vermin, capable of being poiſon- 
22 inſtead of giving life, may be ſo ordered 
it ſhall kill and murder: Witneſs Vidter the 
Thu, Pope of Rome, and Henry the Seventh, Em- 


peror, "who were poiſoned in the Sacrament ; not to 


mention a thouſand more of ſuch monſtrous conle- 
quences. 

But ſince, Madam, you do inſiſt ſo much upon 
that place of Scripture, Fohn vi. 53. Except you 
cat my "ys and drink my Blood, you have no life 
in you, I will but briefly ſhew you, how ill a 
ho you are, to conclude that this is ſpoke of 
the Sacrament, or. to conclude, that theſe words in- 


. fer a corporal manducation of Chriſt's real Body and 


Blood: 
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Blood: If they be meant of the Euchariſt, it will 


neceſſarily follow, that Chriſt obliged the Jews, and 
his hearers, to come to the Sacrament at the time 


he ſpake theſe words; for he ſpeaks of their preſent 


eating and drinking (Except ye eat, &c.) But this 
he could not poſſibly do: for the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood was not inſtituted till at leaſt a 


whole twelvemonth after; nor did any of his Diſci- 


ples, at that time, dream of any ſuch thing, as his 
dying, and being crucified ; nor doth Chriſt ſpeak 


the leaſt word of it in the whole chapter; which he 
muſt neceſſarily have done, if he had intended the 


— 


wa Sacrament by it, which is altogether founded in his 
2 Crucifixion, For this Sermon of Chriſt, concerning 


eating and drinking his Fleſh and Blood, was deli- 


=  vered juſt about the Feaſt of the Paſſover, ver. 4. 


After which Feaſt, as it is ſaid, John vii. 1, 2. the 


| Jews celebrated the Feaſt of Tabernacles ; and aſter 
this they kept another Feaſt of the Paſſover, the laſt 


which Chriſt was at, which was no leſs than a 


twelvemonth after, Fohn xi. 55. xii. 21. So that 


the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood not being 
_ inſtituted before the laſt Paſſover, as all the Evan- 
geliſts agree, it was not poſſible, that either the be- 
_ lieving Jews, or the Apoſtles, could underſtand it of 


the Sacrament (and I ſuppoſe Chriſt intended to be 
underſtood) becauſe there was no ſuch thing as yet 
inſtituted. Beſides, it is impoſſible that it ſhould 
de underſtood of the ſacramental eating and drinking 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; for without this 
eating and drinking there is no Salvation to be had, 


as is faid, ohn vi. 53, 54. And if it were to be 


_ underſtood of the Euchariſt, we muſt exclude all 


Chriſtians from Salvation, that are not in a capacity, 
nor in a poſſibility, of receiving it; which I am ſure, 
your own Church will not do. 5 


250 1 
And that theſe words of Chriſt cannot poſſibly be 
underſtood, of a corporal eating Chriſt 's fleſh, and 
drinking his blood, but muſt be underſtood of a 
„ e ſpiritual 
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' where evety one who eats of his fleſh, and drinks 


. 


Hm, and obey ing bim, and hoping for pardon 


through his death, which is the ſpiritual food of the 


"ſoul; is evident from the 54th and 36th ' verſes, 


of his blood, is faid to have actually eternal life in 


* 


him, and Chrift dwelling in him, and he dwelling 
i Gen: That is, Chia loves Bim with a love Of 


cotmpliceney; ke is a child of God, and beloved of 
Him, and an heir of heaven. But fince wicked 


men come to the ſacrament, not only in our Church, 
but eyen in the Church of Rome; it would follow, 
if a corporal eating were underſtood, that wicked 
men, cating Chriſt's body, and drinking his blood, 
have eternal life in them, and that Chriſt dwells in 


them, and that they are true children of God, and 


"heirs of heayen; contrary to the unanimous conſent 
of the holy Prophets and Apoſtles, who call wicked 


men children of the devil, and blinded by the devil, 
the god of the world, and heirs of damnation. 
indeed it is ſtrange, that people ſhould contend for 
this corporal and ſenſual eating of Chriſt's fleſh, 


and drinking bis blood, when Chriſt himſelf faith, | 


ver. 63. That the fleſh profiteth nothing, and that 
this eating and drinking muſt be underſtood ſpiritu- 
ally;“ 1. e. of ſpiritual eating and drinking, which 
"IDO, , 
Pou ſee, Madam, what it is not to make uſe of 
your own reaſon, but to enflave it to the faith of a 


Church, which loves to act in the dark, and would 


have her children Colliers, and believe what the 


Church believes, and know little more than the great 


myſtery of an Ave Maria, or a Reſary, 


Time was, when you were pleafed. to tell our Mi- 
niſters, that though you were 
Church of Rome, yet you had liberty not to pray 


ne over to the 


to Saints, nor to fall down before Images; for that 
was not thought neceſſary by the Church of Rome, 
which only recommended praying to Saints, and ve- 


nerat ion 
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140 neration of Relicks and Images, as a thing uſeful, 


aſſured you, that invocation of Saints was not a 
thing commanded, but recommended as uſeful z and 
was then confident, that before a year came to an 
with your omiſſion of this worſhip, they would per- 
-unlawful. My propheſy is come to paſs; and the 
'and become ſweeter than honey, and looked upon as 
this is our comfort, that the more ingenuous men of 
the Church of Rome confeſs, ** That this praying to 
Saints or Angels was not heard of, or uſed in the 

* chriſtian Church, for the firſt three hundred years 
firſt three hundred years, did not think it uſeful at 


to preſs it now as uſeful, Certainly, if God had 


[25] 


end, for all theſe ſoft expreſſions, and diſpenſations 
ſuade you to that worſhip, which then you thought 
pill, which ſeemed very bitter at firſt, is fwallowed, 


an excellent medicine. And this, I muſt needs ſay, 
is more than you could have in our Church. But 


after Chriſt: And if the chriſtian Church, for the 
all, it is a ſtrange degeneration from their principles, 


thought this invocation ſo uſeful, as your Church 
pretends it is, He would not have ſo peremptorily 
commanded, Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
4 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, Plal. 
I. 15. And it is probable, the Apoſtles, in pre- 
ſcribing ſo many uſeful things of far leſs concern, 
would not have left us in the dark as to the mighty 
"uſefulneſs of this invocation ; eſpecially, when they 
had occaſion to mention the ſpirits of men mide 
perfect, and did fo often converſe with Angels, The 
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Angel, Rev. xxii. 8, 9, thought it a very uſeleſs Yer 
thing, and would not admit of ſo much as a re- 
- Igious proſtration of the Eyangelift before him, be- 
_cauſe it looked like ſacrilege, and robbing God of FX 
his due. Ts ET ce n 8 
But ſince your Church, in this adoration, takes 
pattern ſo much from the courts of Princes, give me "= 
j leave to uggeſ to you, how you think a ſovereign 
' Prince would take it, if a ſubject ſhould give any 9 


ye 1 — hm 


** 8 


| of his ſervants the title of Majeſty, or any other 
) title which properly belongs to him. There are few 


? titles that God hath, and inſpired men have given 
to Him, but you give them to the bleſſed Virgin; 
and though, when you are charged with it, you fall 
to diſtinctions, and turn and wind yourſelves to get 
out, yet that ſhews only a bad cauſe, becauſe it re- 
quires ſo much artifice and cunning to defend it. 
But, alas, it muſt be children that are perſuaded | 
and coaxed to believe, that the Church of Rome 
only counts it uſeful, not neceſſary ; when it is well 
known, that the generality of that communion pray 
to Saints more than to God (which, in the Sccipture © 
phraſe, is, honouring the creature more than the 
Creator) and they never leave that perſon that goes 
over to them, till they have brought him to the 
Worſhip of Saints and Angels, e ee 
It is pretty to hear theſe men talk, that it is 
only recommended as uſeful, when the Biſhops and 
preachers of that Church are enjoined, and take 
their oath upon it, to commend this invocation to 
the people, as profitable ; and the people are obliged 
to hearken to their Prieſts in all things: So that, 
| though a man at firſt may think this invocation not 
| neceſſary upon the account of its being only uſeful ; 
pet, from that other obligation he hath to obey the 
; Prif in all ſpiritual things, it becomes neceſſary. 
But from this ſcruple we are delivered, Madam, by 
the Confeſſion of Faith, which the Roman Cate- 
chiſm doth preſcribe; For there it is, That it is 
e ot 
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not only. uſeful, but that we ought to pray unto 


* Saints: And indeed, ſhould any Man live in that 
*” communion, and omit it, he would ſoon be looked 
upon as profane, and but a half convert to their 


Church; they would ſoon Jet him know their dif- 


0 pleaſure, and either fright or flatter him into con- 


for mity. A „ N 

And is this the worſhip, Madam, which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have enjoined the world? Are not 
you afraid of doing things, that do ſo nearly border 
upon robbing God of his honour and glory? Ido- 
latry is. a frightful word, and you do not love to 
hear it; and therefore I will trouble you with it as 


little as I can. But when God hath commanded 
you to come to him directly, without mentioning the 


interceſſion of Saints and Angels, How dares your 
Church of her own, head, bring in a worſhip ſo dan- 


gerous? Who ſhould preſcribe the way how God is 


to be worſhipped, but God himſelf? And if God 


requires you to addreſs yourſelf to Him without any 
mediator but Chriſt Jeſus, Have not you juſt reaſon 


to be afraid, that God will reject your prayers, 
which are addrefled to Saints, as mediators, contrary 
= to his order and injunction ? What Kings ſuffer here 


on earth, in letting their ſubjects addreſs themſelves 
by their ſervants to them, can be no example here: 
Por God, as he intends not to regulate his court 


by the courts of Princes; ſo we know it is againſt his 
order, to go to his ſervants, when we are com- 
manded to come directly to him; and it is ſuch a 
voluntary humility as deprives us of our reward, as 
the Apoſtle expreſsly tells us, Col. ii. 18. God knew 
well enough, if men addreſſed themſelves to his ſer- 
vants, to have acceſs to him, ſomething of the wor- 
ſhip due to him would ſtick by the way, and reſt 
upon his ſervants, to his diſhonour and diſparage- 
ment; and therefore he mentioned nothing of this 
| mediate addreſs. It is true, we deſire our neigh- 
bours here on earth to pray for us; but for that we 
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have a command: For the invocation of Saints de- 


parted we have none. And in vain do they wor- 
_ ſhip me (faith God) teaching for doctrines the com- 


mandments of men,” Maith. xv. 9. But befides, 
when you deſire your living neighbours to pray 
for you, I hope you do not fall down upon your 


| knees to them, nor uſe the ſame zeal and devo- 
tion to them, as you do to God; nor for whole 
hours together, as you do to Saints departed, But 


why will you blind yourſelf in a thing which your 
own practice contradicts you in? You know you do 
not only pray to Saints departed to pray for you, 
but you do many times, without making any men- 
tion of their prayers ſor-you, beg of them, with the 
ſame reverence and proſtrations you uſe to God, to 
deliver you from all evil; and conſequently, you 
beg the ſame bleſſings of them, you beg of God. 
And it is but a weak excuſe to ſay, That you in- 


tend by thoſe Prayers nothing elſe, but that by their 


interceſſion they may get thoſe bleſſings for you; 


for you go (contrary to the nature of things: And 
Whereas words ordinarily are interpreters of the mind, 


you make your minds interpreters of your words and 
actions; which is a ſtrange evaſton: And if ſuch a 


thing be intended, why do you lay a ſnare before the 


common fort people; who, being ordered to pray 


to Saints for ſuch and ſuch bleſſings, know nothing 
to the contrary, but that they are able to diſpenſe 


thoſe bleſſings to them? and thus commit idolatry 
by your wilful connivance, whoſe blood will certainly 
be required at your Churchmens hands one day? Ex- 


amine but your prayers to the Virgin Mary in your 
own Manuals; when you have prayed to her, and 


begged of her all you can pray to God for, you add 


a word or two of her interceſſion ; which in good 
truth is nothing but a blind, that you may not be 
ſaid to commit downright idolatry. You know thoſe 


prayers to the Virgin Mary, which in the Latin, 
and I think in the Engliþ Manual too, are ordered 
9865 „ to 
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oy to be ſald to the Virgin, morning and evening. 
ns foul and body, to thy bleſſed care and ſingular 
1 cuſtody, and to the boſom of thy mercy, this day, 
= day, and in the hour of my going out a 
the world. All my hope, and all my comfort, all 
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true comforter e 


O y Lady, Holy Mary, 7 commend myſelf, my 


my affliftions and miſeries, my life, my end, I com- 
mit unto ther (Speak ſeriouſly, What can you ſay 
more to God?) that by thy mnt holy interceſſion, 
and by thy merits, all my words and actions may 
be direfted and diſpoſed according ta thine and ti 
Son's will. Amen. 4 e e, 


Where it is worth noting, that firſt, you do put 


as much truſt in the Virgin, as you do in God ; and 


then afterwards, to make theſe harſh expreſſions 


ſofter, you deſire her to intercede for you, that your 


works may be directed according to Chriſt's will, nay 
and her own, as if ſhe were a law-giver too. Then 


follows, Maria, Mater Gracie, &c. O Mary, Mo- 
ther of grace, Mother of mercy, protect us from 
the enemy, and receive us in the hour of death; 


which St Stephen thought was fitter to be faid to 


Chriſt, when he cried, Lord Feſu, receive my Spirit. 


Then follows the evening prayer to the Virgin Mary, 


O Mary, Mother of God, and gracious Virgin, the 
all diftreſſed creatures that call 
upon thee (This epithet, by the way, the Scripture 
gives to the Holy Ghoſt) by that great joy whereby 
tho waſt comforted, when thou did/t know that 
Jeſus Chriſt was riſen the third day from the dead 
rmpaſſuble, be thou the comforter of my ſoul ; and 


y the ſame, who is thine and God's only Son, in the 
= left day, when with body and ſoul I Hall riſe again, 
IS all my actions, do thou 
vouchſafe to help me, that I may eſcape the ee | 


and give an account 0 


of perpetual damnation, by thee, " pious Mother and 


Virgin, and may come happily with all the left of 


God, to eternal joys, Amen. Then follows, Un- 
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| fall dawn before them; 


IU 
der thy protection we flee, holy mother of God; deſpiſe 
not our prayer in our neceſſities, but deliver us fram 
all dangers \always, O glorious and bleſſed Virgin. 
Not to mention any more. Prayers of this nature, 
wherevh there are a vaſt number. 

If God be a God jealous of his Glory, How can he 


like and approve of tuch doings? It is true, the Ho- 
nour done to his Servants is done to him; but then it 
muſt be ſuch Honour as they are capable to receive: 


So to honour them, as to give them the epithets and 


titles which the Scripture gives to none but God ; ſo 


to honour them, as to uſe in your Prayers to them, 
the ſame outward proſtrations that you uſe to God, 
when. you pray to him; ſo to honour them, as to 
ſpend more time in your addreſſes to them, than you 


do in your Supplications to God, as is evident from 
your Roſary; ſo to honour them, as to ſay more Pray- 


ers to them than to Chriſt; ſo to honour them, as to 
join their merits with Chriſt's merits: I his is an Ho- 


nour which, I believe, will oblige God to ſay one day, 


I bo bath required theſe things at your hands ? And 
how unlike the Worſhip of the true God is that ve- 
neration you expreſs to the Images and Pictures of 
Saints, and to the Relicks? how unlike that plain 


and fimple Worſhip which the Goſpel enjoins? One 


would think it ſhould a little: ſtartle you, to ſee that 


your Church. is afraid to let the Second Command- 


ment be known to the People: You know they leave 


it ort in their Primers and Catechiſms; or if they ; 
mention it, they do ſo mince it, that one ſees plainly 


they ate afraid the people ſhould fee the contrariety 
of their worſhip. to the expreſs word of God. In 


the beginning of the Reformation, the very ſight of 1 
dhis Commandment made people run away from tbe 
| Church of Rome as much as any thing. Indeed, to 


conſider the general terms God uſes there, Thou ſbalt 


nat maße to thyſelf any graven Image, &c. Thou 


ſhalt not only not 1worſbip them, but not fo much as 
would make a perſon, that is 


not 
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| * 1 * 
not taken more with the golden Legends than with 
"© 8ecripture, afraid of Proſtrations before Images, upon 
the account of Devotion. It is not all your plea, 
that you do not terminate your Worſhip on the 
Image, but on the Perſon repreſented by the Image,” 
that will excuſe you at the great Tribunal: For, not 
to mention; that in the ſame manner the Heathens 
uſed to defend their groſſeſt Idolatry, and that you 
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authors do confeſs, that the common people ate apt 
to pay Adorut ion, and do pay Adoration, to the Ima- 
ges themſelves: And why will you lay ſuch a ſtum- 
Moch might be ſaid of the Adoration you pay t) 
the conſecrated Hoſt : You confeſs, „ that the wor- 
= ſhip you give to it is the ſame Worſhip you give to 
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main as very a Wafer as it was before Confeeration ? 
What if it ſhould not be God, as you have all the de- 


5 7 monſtrations that ſenſe and reaſon can vive ou, that 
35 hat mon- 
ſtrous Idolatry would this. be? Ay, but we believe 


it is not changed into another ſubſtance ? 


it to be God.“ Why, Madam, doth your belief, 
that ſuch a thing is God, or Chriſt, excuſe you from 


> Idolatry? Should you believe a ſtone to be God, and 


adore it, Might not you be juſtly charged with Ido- 


Y « htry? You look upon the Heathens as Idolaters, be- 
eceauſe they adore the Sun: Ay, but they believe 


that Sun to be God; And how then, according to 
mw plea, can they be Idolaters ? If there be ſuch a 

ranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament, as you fancy, 
and an Adoration of the Hoſt ſo very neceſſary z 


there were two Chriſts, one ſitting at the table, the 
ſay, that they fate ſtill, and paid no Adoration to the 


4 3 


4 tiated 


ate forced to borrow their very arguments; your o 


” God, 'Whar if that Wafer ſhould not be turned into 
> the Body and*Bloo#'of Chriſt? What if it ſhould re- 


What is the reaſon the Apoſtles of our Lord, who | 
ſaw Chriſt before their eyes (only could not believe that 


other reached out to them?) What is the reaſon, I 


Bread, which, 3 to you, was tranſubſtan- 


dy 


"Tx 
tiated into Chriſt? If they did not adore it, What a 
preſumption is it in you to give the higheſt Worſhip 

to- the conſecrated Bread, upon pretence that -b at 
Bread is God, under the accidents of Bread? But of f 

i 

| 


A 


this I have ſaid enough before; and could you but 

find time to read what our Authors have written upon 

this ſubject, it could be nothing but hardneſs of heart, 

and reſolution to be blind, could keep you in a 
Church, that fills your head with doctrines contrary 
to the nature of a Sacrament ; -contrary to all that 

Moſes and the Prophets, nay, and all ſound Philoſo- 

phers, have ſaid. „ 1 
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I will not ſay any thing here of your ſtrange un- 
bloody Sacrifice of the Mats; a thing unheard of in 
'_ the purer ages of Chriſtianity, and which the Scripture _ 
zs ſo great a ſtranger to, that one would wonder how 
' mankind came to light upon the notion: Nor of your 
'} Doctrine of Merits; becauſe I find your Prieſts have 
two ſtrings to their bow, and tell the people one thing, 
and their adverſaries, when they diſpute. with them, 
1 another ; affirm and deny it as they ſee occaſion, and 
.| © neceſlity requires. Only one thing I muſt needs take 
notice of before I take my; leave; and that is, the _ 
gigantick argument that ſome of your gentlemen boaſt 
of, and which ftrikes all Proteſtants dead at the firſt 
bearing of it : © If there be any thing true, this muſt 
de true, That there is a God: if there be a God, 
there muſt be a true Religion ; if there be a true Reli- 
gion, there muſt be a true Revealed Religion; if 
| there be a true Revealed Religion, the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion muſt be that true Revealed Religion; and if 
the Chriſtian Religion be true, then the Religion of 2 
the Church of Rome muſt be true: For, the argument 
that proves the Chriſtian Religion to be true, proves 
the Religion of the Church of Rome to be true; which 
is this: Either the Chriſtian Religion was propagated 
without Miracles, or by Miracles; if by Miracles, then 
it muſt be Divine; if without Miracles, then it is the 
geteateſt Miracle, that a Religion ſo contrary to feb 
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"86 blood ſhould prevail with ſenſual men. The ſame, 
ma they, is true of the Religion of the Church of 


Divine; if without Miracles, it muſt be ſo much 
ie more, becauſe it preſcribes things contrary to fleſh 
"and blood, as Penances,  Auſterities, c. and thou- | 
 ZHands of people do embrace it,” Iwill not make my- 
if merry here in a thing fo ſerious ; elſe I could have 
ld you, that I have beard of an argument, when I 
: Was at ſchool, ſomewhat like this: Ile that drinks 
"ell, ſleeps well ; he that fleeps well, commits no ſin ; 
Se that commits no fin, will be ſaved: Therefore he 
= that drinks well, will be ſaved, But [ forbear. 
And as to the aforeſaid argument, whereby one of 
1 your Prieſts, who hath printed it, thinks to end all 
Fonttoverſies, I will fay no more but this. Firſt, That 
s there is no Chriſtian but muſt readily confeſs, That 
the Miracles Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought, were a 
_ confirmation of the Divinity of their Doctrine; ſo 
there is no man of any brains can admit of the other 
part of the dilemma as univerſally true, That a Reli- 
gion that goes againſt fleſh-and blood, if propagated 
without Miracles, muſt therefore be neceſſarily Di- 
vine. Secondly, That fo far as the Religion of the 
Church of Rome agrees with the truly Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, ſo far it is undoubtedly true; and it will natu- 
__ ally follow, that if the Chriſtian Religion be true, 
the Religion of the Church of Rome, ſo far as it agrees 
. © with the Chriſtian Religion, muſt needs be true; and 
the ſame may be ſaid of the Proteſtant Religion: But 
that the Roman Religion | muſt therefore be true, 
where it goes away and differs from the truly Chriſ- 
tian Religion, revealed to us in the Goſpel, is a con- 
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2: For, if it be propagated by Miracles, it muſt 
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ſequence which -none but children can approve of.” 
T hirdly, With this argument a man might prove the 
Divinity of almoſt any Religion in the world. He 
that is no ſtranger to hiſtory, muſt needs know what 
ſeverities, what auſterities of life, the Brachmans, or 
the heathen Friars in the Indies, do both preſcribe 


YI, MR Ye Re e mages 
> * . 1 


e 
42 OY Fo; 
1 


N „ 
1 * > 5 _ 
proſelytes they make, and 


T 
2 
£ 
7 
5 
5 
2 
8 
2 
7 
D 
2 
= 
5 
a 
2 
7 
; 


. 0 5 * — 2 2098 
OI ERS. e Yo ; 
Pc 3 

e n * 3 


e 


Japan, and other 
places of the Indies, the Prieſts perſuade the people 
to faſt themſelves to death, to go long pilgrimages, 
to give all they have to the Prieſts, to throw them- 
ſelves down from ſteep rocks, and break their necks, _ 
and all to arrive the ſooner to the happineſs of ano: 
ther world, &c. I think there cannot be things more 
contrary to fleſh and blood than theſe; and yet we 
ſee theſe doctrines are propagated daily without any 
force of arms, only by example and per ſuaſion, to be 
_ fure without any Miracle : but, I hope, that doth not 
prove their Religion to be Divine. It is a diftate of 
the light of Nature, That the way to Heaven is 
ſtraight; and therefore people that are religiouſly in- 
clined, are eaſily. won over to thoſe men, whom the 
ſee exerciſe ſuch: ſeverities upon themſe ves. 
To conclude, Madum When all is done, what the 
| true Church is, muſt be tried by the Writings of the 
1 Evangelifts and Apoſtles. We ſee, that even in- tbe 
Apoſtles days corruption crept into the Church; wit-⸗ 
neſs the Churches of Corinth, Galatia, Coloſſe, &c. 
and the ſimplicity of the Goſpel began even then to 
be per verted, and mingled with idle and fooliſh opi- _ 
nions and practices; and therefore We muſt needs 
chhink, that after the Apoſtles deceaſe the Church of 
Chriſt was ſubject to the ſame fate: 80 that if there 
be any ſtandard or touchſtone left, whereby the truth 
and ſincerity of a Church can be tried (and we muſt 
needs think ſo well of God's Providence, that he would 
not leave his Church without ſome Rule to rectify her 
- errors by, in caſe ſhe ſhould be infected with any) it 
mmuuſt be the primitive Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Re- 
Magion; and that Church, as I ſaid before, 'which ' | 
| | 
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4 And, Madam, do but once more, 
e, and for your Salvation's ſake, compare the doc- 
es and practices of the Church of Rome with the 
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litut ion, mult be the true Chur. 
ituton, mu for your Soul's 


Wattrines and practices of the Goſpel, the Fountain 


| Chriſtianity z and try, whether you can find there 


| the doctrines of Communion under one kind, of pub- 
"Tek Prayers in a tongue unknown to the people, of Pur- 


 Kticam, of the Goſpel, and ſearch whether there be 


ny ching like theſe doctrines in it. Why. will you | 


” tory, of: the Maſs, of Tranſubft antiation, of the 


9 Church of Rome's Supremacy and Infallibility, of 
= * 
p 4 to Saints, of veneration. of Relicks and Images, of 


raten of the Haft, &c. Do not force any places 


1 ſhipping and adoring the Virgin Mary, and pray- 


@f Scripture 3, and try, whether you can make fenſe 
any of theſe doctrines by Scripture : View the 


your reaſon a ſlave to your Prieft's magiſterial 


Cl OE ? -How-can.you anſwer it to God, that you 


1 like 2 creature void of teaſon; - to be guided altogether | 


Word of God, and whatiis not? Is not this acting 


"by What a few blind guides ſay to you, without en- 
uiring at the Law and Teſlimony, whether things 


gare fo as they ſay, or no? Wonderful ſtupidity! L 
tand amazed at it. It is not all the ſeeming: Holi- 


neſs of thoſe Prieſts. you converſe withal, that makes 
the Church you are in a true Church. There is no 


ſect in the world, but when they are under a cloud, 
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= neceſſity, and the diſcouragement they, are under, and 
their deſire to make proſelytes, make them outwardly 

religious. There may be, and no doubt are, zealous 
and outwardly pious men in all Religions in the world; 
but that doth not make every Religion true and di- 


vine. An outward ſhew of Piety is the only way of 
, = propagating any Religion, The Devil himſelf could 
nat propagate Heatheniſm and Idolatry, but by the 
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not improve your reaſon more? What have-you 8 
r reafon ſor, but to judge what is agreeable to the 
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 Yyanzus, for example; who yet, by the confeſſion of |= 
the whole Chriſtian world, was no better than a wi- 


for their errors, and ſeemingly very pious in their zeal; 
and when their errors are not very wilful, and deſtroy 
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pretended zeal, and piety, and abſtinence, and morti. | 
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fication of ſome impoſtor or other; as of Apollenu , 


rard and a conjurer. I make no application to any par- 1 
ticular Prieſt in the Church of Rome: I do not deny PN i 
but men may be in great errors, and be very zealous 9 
y 
8 


not the true Worſhip of God, for ought I know, the 
may find Mercy in the day of our Lord. I grant, 


there is a great ſhew of outward Piety in the Church 
of Rome, very dazling, and very moving : but the * 
f 


great danger lies here; That the Worſhip they give io 
God with one hand, they ſtrike and pull down with 
the other. I know too well the practice of their 
Churches; and a Heathen, that ſhould come into 


their Temples beyond ſea, would verily believe that 

_ they worſhipped a multiplicity of gods as well as he, 

Whatever their pretenſions may be to the contrary. _ 
It is not what people ſay, ſo much as what they do, 
that God takes notice of; and though you ſhould ten 


thoufand times proteſt, That you worſhip and adore 


| God alone; yet, while God ſees you adore the Virgin 
Mary with as great zeal and reverence as you do him, 
pray to her oftener than you do to him, make as 


many bows to, her, and other Saints, as you do to 
him, and other things of that nature; How can he 
believe you? Religion is a thing that will not bear 


teſts and hypocriſy: God will not be put off with 


contradictions between ſpeeches and practices. 
Madam, I do from my heart pity you; and as it 


might be the weakneſs of your judgment that might _ 
lead you into this erroneous Church, ſo I beſeech you 
for Chriſt's ſake, to return to the Church you have 
raſhly left, where you cannot run a hazard, if you will 
baut follow the plain Doctrines of the Goſpel ; beſides _ 
=. Which we preach nothing, and enjoin nothing 


as ne- 
ceſlary 


mort; 8 72 ry to Salvation. Should theſe intreaties and be- 
oni, bigs be alledged againſt you in the Jaſt day, as 
on «hes which you have, contrary to reaſon, reſuſed 
88 flighted, How dreadful would your condition be d 
ve diſcharged my duty, and given you a warning: 
would not have your guilt lie at my door; and 


. T5 
1 * 


ealous "Wherefore have let you know my real thoughts and 
2e21, Kntiments concerning your condition, and the Church 
fr, Ju are in. The great God of Heaven open your 


dies, that you may ſee and fear. 's LN 
rant, © Time was, when you would have believed us as 

uch as you do now the Prieſts of the Church of 
* ZBome, It is ſtrange, that now they ſhould ſpeak no- 


| 7 ing but truths, and we nothing but falſhood. Do 


Sith you think we do not underſtand the Scriptures, and 
their Fathers, and Antiquity, as well as they? And can we 
into de ſo beſotted with intereſt and paſſion, that none 


bat the things wherein they differ from us were 


ten men among us who are great lovers of peace, and would 
be glad that the whole Chriſtian world were agreed; 
gin © and would theſe men ſtand out againſt that union, if 


m, © could be done with a ſafe conſcience ? Certainly we 
az dave men as learned among us as ever the ſun did 


mine upon; nay, the Church of Rome hath at this 
he day few men to equal ours for learning and knowledge. 
ar And would all our learned men be ſo ſtubborn and 
th bobſtinate, as not to agree with the Church of Rome, 
ff they did not ſee plainly, that there is death in that 
it pot; and that the errors in that Church cannot be 
bt ſubſcribed to without hazarding the welfare of theic 
uu Souls? I will but uſe own argument, when you 
went over to the Church of Rome, and were per- 


their reaſonings; “ What pleaſure can we take in 
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A us ſhould yield to the dictates of their Church, if 
be, e could prevail with our ſenſe and reaſon to believe 


do, Apgrecable to the Goſpel? Sure we have a great many 


1 ſuaded by the earneſtneſs of her Prieſts to yield to 


omoting your damnation? What can be our intereſt _ 
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Fathers, whoſe writings they know not whether 10 


boſom of that Church, in which you received your Þ 
life and being, and the Principles of Religion and 


witneſs again 


mo aſtray. - 1 am, 


in deceiving you?” You uſed that argument c. 10 
their ſide; Why will you not uſe lit on our fide? "us 
Judge you, whether we, who have the Goſpel on ou 

de for what we teach, are not in a ſafer way 0 
that Church, which, for all the new doctrines _ "Of 
have added to the old Creeds, are forced to run tothe . 
broken ciſterns of Tradition, and I know not wha * 
be genuine or no. As you are now, you live in Wifi 
oppoſition to the Doctrine and Precepts of the Go. 
pel; and, O remember what St Paul doth ſay, 
Theſſ. i. 7, 8. That the Lord Feſus will ere long con: 
down from Heaven with all his holy Angels, to take cen. 
geance on thoſe who have diſobeyed the Goſpel of cur | 
Lord. Feſus Chriſt, Once more therefore 1 ol 
you, before Almighty God, and our Lord 1% 
Chriſt,. to repent of your errors, and to return to tſe 


Chriſtianity, -- But if all this ſeem to you no more 
than bugbears, I have delivered my own Soul, ard 
ſhould be ſorr 7 that this diſcourſe ſhould Rand: as 8 8 


you in the laſt day, which, God 
knows, was only intended as a motive to draw * 


back to that Fold from which 1 have eee and 1 


MADAM, 


Your faithful Friend to ſerve you, 


"AH. 


2 8 eee 22 * 
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deſign, but to prevent the fall of others into 


den. . Tike danger; ſo I have particularly infiſted on thoſe 
F eur | Fe which have of late tempted ſome perſons to 
g over to the Roman Church: And though I have 
Jeſus | presented theſe motives as yours, yet in this I have 
o the "ten ſo far from doing any thing againſt the laws of 
20 private diſcourſe, or friendſhip, or acquaintance, that 
an 


baue only touched upon the common ſtumbling- 
more Mock, which make unwary people join themſelves 
Ars i that Church; blocks which mighteafily be removed, 
as 4 0 ii men and women would but give themſelves leave 0 


God ink, and would prefer the ſolid dictates of their 


you aſon before the ſuggeſtions of their ſoft and ſickly 
and 20 ons. 
One thing I had almoſt forge: and which indeed 


heir people from running over to us; and that is, 
e That our Church began but about an hundred and 
3 ty years ago; that Luther and Zuinglius were the 


Pitiful ſhifts indeed, to keep people from ſeeing the 
jun at noon. Suppoſe our religion did but begin then: 
Why, muſt people be always in an error? Muſt they 
ever reform, when they have done amiſs? If there 
pere monſtrous errors in the Church of Rome, which 
1 he aforeſaid perſons ſaw would be the death of chrif- 


| | 1 * — their 8 or wronging both their 
i : 975 | Own, 


F: in the ubliſhing of this dener T had no other 


is the great bugbear, whereby your Churchmen fright 


FAuthors of it; and that we had no Church before.“ 


1 Mianity, and which they could not ſubſcribe to with- 
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1 4⸗⁰ 11 | 
own, a other mens conſciences ; was it not rational 5 
they ſhould proteſt againſt ſuch things, to give 999] 
fellow chriſtians warning? When the houſe i: 1 
fire, would you have no body wake to alarm ® 9 
neighbours to look to themſelves? Did they t. 
many thouſand men ready to be drowned, and wWů]? e 
you have had them hold their tongues, and bar 
rouſly ſuffered them all to be drowned? Did tie 
ſee the chriſtian religion like to be ſwallowed up 
darkneſs and ignorance, and was it not time to rou:; 
the ſlumbering word!!! 1 2 
; But however, that theſe, men were the firſt "RR 7 
ers of our religion, is notoriouſly falſe : Firſt, becauk 
long before them, there were men who kved in te 
external communion of the Church of Rome, but dd 
liked the errors, as they crept in, and grew danger 
ous: and though they were over-awed and ſilenced mam 
times by the higher powers of the Roman court; 
they both deteſted thoſe carruptions, and, as they ba! 
opportunity, proteſted againſt them (as were an ex | 
matter to prove, from age to age, if it had not be 
done already over and over by Divines of our Church! 
So that though theſe men, who lived long befor: 
Luther, and whom God till raiſed to vindicate 
truth, as it grew more and more polluted, were no 
called Prote/tants by the people, yet in effect the; | 
were ſo; and conſequently there were Proteſtant: 
many years before Luther and Zuinglius: And thoug! 
they were not ſuffered by the ignorant, and imperio 
eccleſiaſtic powers, to meet and aſſemble themſelve; - 
in public; yet they made a Church, as much as the 
followers of holy Athanaſius did, when: the worl! 
was turned Arian; as much as Elijah, and thoſe ſevcn 
thouſand the Oracle mentioned, made a Church, 
when the whole country was overrun with igolaters. 
Theſe ſeven thouſand, we read, lay hid, and duft 
not appear in publick, being oppreſſed by. the idola - 
trous powers who ſt at the ſtern, and thought there 
Was no good . but in troubled waters, And 2 
deed, 
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ted, in this manner our Church was diſperſed long 


Wes 


> "7 9 
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. 1. before Luther, among the greater multitude of the 


ZEFollowers of the corrupted Roman Church, as a hand- 


13 (,—_— 6h . | h . 

3 9 ul of wheat lies ſcattered in a buſhel of chaff: and 
{8 CE, » ” 2 * 41 

eech it did not appear in pomp and grandeur; yet, 
gat external ſplendor is not eſſential to the truth of 


* 


Wt) yl: ? 9 8 


bu, Church, your own men may be convinced, by the 


|:  Aforementioned examples. „ . 
up i, Secondly, If your champions ſpeak ſtrictly of the 
„ Religion which we profeſs in the Church of England, 
they are under a miſtake, when they make Zuther or 
ro,  Bringlius the Authors of it; for our Reformation 
<a, began ſome time after, and was both. begun and car- 
Fed on with great deliberation and conſideration, 


Tour 


in the 


ut d er Edward the Sixth, by publick Authority; 
„ Whoſe proper province it is, to take notice of what is 


s "hea "amiſs in a Kingdom or Commonwealth, whether it 
„ he in Church or State, and to reform and mend it. 
ws ha; I is no great matter when a Reformation begins, ſo 
+4 ea the Reformation be but juſt 3 and if ſuch a Reforma- 
it been PP had been begun but yeſterday, that would not 
nur! ve made it unlawful: and that our Re formation 


. Nas juſt and neceſſary, hath been proved by our Di- 
„ Vines beyond all reaſonable contradiction: And how 


he | 

. = _ + *eovid it but be juſt, when the decrees of the Church 
ther .of Rome controlled the Word of the living God, and 
"Ws 7 vied with the Oracles of the Goſpel? How and when | 
hough the ſeveral errors crept into that Church, is not mate- 


ZErious "mal to determine; it is enough we found them there; 


- and it was God's mercy, 1 1 05 
afelve; Al) as God's mercy, not to give all the learned 


men of that age over to believe a lye. But it is pretty 


3 D hear your Churchmen talk of the novelty of our 

' 3 1 Religion, when it is evident to all the underſtanding 
ech Porld, that our firſt Reformers began no new Reli- 

} 


Mlaters, 


idola- 


+" i ſalvation; and was there any hurt in that ? The 


nd in- 4 » that many things then in uſe in the Church of | 
C a 0 D Rome 
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gion, but deſired only to keep to the old. All their 
| -durſt : Endeavour was to keep to the Religion of the Bible, 
d to cut off all ſuperfluities, and-things prejudicial 


— .  — —  —  — }—_— . A 
OR. J 5 — hp en 8 


„„ “/., r r ai dr hoy, ; 3 2 2 
PPP gs ah peel EBT TETRA. "+ | 


SO 2195-0 
—_ 
8 
2 1 * Fg +: or ma ot Y 2 — —_ 
MR OR ET * 


* 4 e 
. 4 * — ws 9 — TIO TIFENY ä 
IKA 33 8 3 — 7 — — . = 2 


| Rome were diametrically: oppolite to the doctrines and 


[42 ] 
practices of the primitive Church, and they juſtly 


thought it their duty to reduce the Church to the 


ancient pattern: The prouder Clergy. of the Roman 
Church would not yield to it, but would have all their 


new fangles, and all their additions to the ancient 


Symbols, received as articles of faith, though all pe- 
riſhed, and the coat of Chriſt were rent in a thou- 
ſand pieces; the more humble and more moderate 
of the Clergy ſaw the pride and inſolence of the otber, 


and trembled; and thus we and they parted : We 


kept to the old religion, and your men choſe the 


new; and much good. may it do you: And pray 
judge by this, which is the ſchiſmatick Church, we, 


or they; we, who would have healed 7/-ae!, or they 


who would not be healed. So that it is not our re- 
ligion which began ſo lately as an hundred and fifty 
years ago, about Luther's time, but it is yours that 
commenced then; for you then embraced the new 
additions to the ancient catholick creeds with greater 


greedineſs, and were reſolved to maintain that by 
bravadoes, which you were not able to defend with 
arguments. 2 775 : ; 


It is a very ordinary thing for people, who once | | » 
incline to the communion of the Roman Church, to 
de mand of us, before they go over, whether a perſon _ 


may be ſaved in that Church. The charity and mo- 


deration our Divines uſually expreſs in their anſwer to 
this Query, Iam ſenſible hath done our Church fome 
harm; whereas the Roman Priefts, being bold in 


their uncharitableneſs, and damning all who are out 


of their communion, make ſome weak people believe, 
that they muſt be in the right, becauſe they are more 
daring in their afleverations. We have far greater 7 


reaſon to be peremptory in excluding the member: 


of the Church of Rome from ſalvation, than they have , ; 


to exclude us: For, if that Church be guilty of ido- 3 


latry (as I fee your Divines find it a very hard task b |; 


anſwer the arguments of our learned men, that prove 


1) 8 


8 * 
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© reſolved by the Apoſtle, what their lot is like to be in 


ing dom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9. Yet we are modeſt 
and, whatever the principles of that Church may lead 
pe- men to, we hope there may be many in that Church, 
u- ho, either while they live in the communion of that 
Church, have an averfion to the dangerous and idola- 

trous practices of it, or, ſometimes before they die, 
We do heartily repent of the abſurd and unreaſonable 
doctrines and worſhip they have too long aſſerted, 


tain a very favourable opinion : And indeed, I could 


communion of that Church, 1. . have not joined 
themſelves to any particular publick Proteſtant Church, 
paꝛcet have not approved of ſuch things in the Roman 

Church as manifeſtly obſtruct mens ſalvation z; and 
_ *Mhough, like Nicodemus, they have not dared openly 
do avow their diſlike of ſuch errors, for fear of danger, 


bh, to ace. And though their ſeeming communion with a 
Church ſo erroneous cannot be totally excuſed, becauſe 
it looks like a tacit approbation of her errors; yet, 
fince we read of Joſebh, that he was a diſciple of 
2 ſone ©hiiſt ſecretly, and, not withſtanding his not conſeſſ- 
old in 
re out mens continuing in the external communion of the 
elieve, Roman Church is not a wilful error, but rather a par- 
> mote Honable infirmity, a timorouſneſs which hath nothing 
greatet!. 


e police in it, and therefore, will not hinder them 
embers —_ 


ey have mew to many poor people in that Church, who are 
of do- Pvincibly ignorant, and never ſaw a Bible, from whence 
task s ey might rectiſy their miſtakes, and do live honeſtly 
t prot in chis preſent world: But we muſt withal confeſs, 
| * | 
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1 it) thoſe who are guilty of this cri me, may ſoon be 


. another world; for, No idolater, faith St Paul, 
meaning one who lives and dies fo, Hall inherit tbe 


Tray 7 und complied with; and of ſuch we cannot but enter- 


name you ſome very famous men, both in HMance x 
. and ah, who, though they have continued in the 
ity 


> Pet in their hearts they have abhorred them, and de- : 
Flared fo much to their friends and intimate acquaint- 


Ing Chriſt publickly, accepted of God; we hope ſuch 


om falvation. We know not what mercy God may 
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that the ſervant who hath known his maſter's ' will, 


[44] 


and hath not done it, all be beaten with many 


ſtripes; and whether thoſe who have been enlightened 


in our Church, and have taſted the good word of God, 


and cannot but ſee our agreement with the Goſpel, and 


after all-this embrace the errors of the Roman Church, 
whether theſe will be excuſable at the laſt day, we 
juſtly doubt of. To live in great errors, is to live in 
fin z but where that living in errors is joined with re- 
ſiſtance of great light and knowledge, there the {in 


becomes all crimſon, which was but of a faint red 
before: And if this be the character of Chriſt's friends, 
to do whatſoever he commands us ; then the inference 
is very eaſy, That thoſe cannot be Chriſt's friends, 


nor reign with him in heaven, who wilfully leave un- 
done what they know he hath commanded, and ſet up 


a new worſhip which he hath no where commanded. 


Madam, Had you never ſeen ſuch a thing as the 


| Scripture, your going over to that Church might have 


deſerved ſome apology : but when you were ſurround- 


ed with the beams of that J/ight which ſhines in 
darkneſs, as St Peter calls the Word; with all thoſe 


rays about you to ſhut your eyes, and deſperately to 
venture upon the Church which enjoins men to live 
againſt ſome of God's laws, as againſt Z#xed, xx, 


5,6, and Matth. xxvi. 27, &c. and conſequently ob- 
liges them to prepare for God's diſpleaſure; this,! 
confeſs, is an action, which, as it ſavours of great 
wilfulneſs, ſo I queſtion, if you die in it without ſeri- 


ous repentance, whether the joys you hope for will ever 
fall to your ſhare. If your Churchmen do mean ho- 
neſtly, and do truly aim at the peace of chriſtendom, 


and in good earneſt deſire the union of men who pro- 
feſs the name of Chriſt, Why will not they part with 
| thoſe doEtrines which are ſo great an offence, not only 
to all Proteſtants, but to Jews and Mahometans too? 


If that worſhipping of Saints and Angels be not neceſ- 
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ſary, but only uſeful, Why will they not quit that 


worſhip, which, by their own pretences, is needleſs, |} 
4 a Lo | eſpecially 8 


1 


ill, ececially when they might do much good by it? 
any ce Cup was formerly given to the laity, why will 
ned it they, to effect the aforeſaid union, reſtore it to the 
od, icy? If the ſubſtance of the Sacrament, and the 
and mfort ariſing from it, may remain entire, without 
ch, Re liging men to believe a Tranſubſtantiation, or A- 
we ration of the conſecrated Wafer; Why will not they, 
e in r peace ſake, lay aſide ſuch doctrines, which neither 
re- emſelves nor any creature underſtands? If Heaven 
> ſin id Hell are ſufficient motives to a holy Life, why | 
red n not they, for quietneſs ſake, renounce their doc- 
nds, Pine of Purgatory, which, by their own confeſſion, 
ence th no ground in Scripture? — . 
nds, Madam, I have that charitable opinion of you, that 
un- you had but taken a view of the worſhip of the 
t up hurch of Rome, as it is practiſed beyond ſea, in 
ed. ces where there is no fear of contradiction from any 
s the Preticks, where they may freely and ſecurely act ac- 
have Þ Irding to their principles, had you ſeen the mode of 
und- Porſhipping the Virgin Mary at Rome, or in Spain, 
25 in ; ltaly, the fight of it would have certainly diſcou- 
thoſe ed you from embracing that Religion, which now 
ly to n ſeem to be mainly delighted with: for indeed the 
o live  *W&ligion of the Church of Nome at this time, if a 
xXx, n were to gueſs from that which hath the greateſt 
ly ob- ward veneration, is little elſe than a worſhip of 
his, | Virgin Mary. The very beggars beyond ſea, in 
great eseing of alms, beg more for the Virgin Mary's ſake 
t ſeri- an for Chriſt's ſake. This, Madam, I know to be 
lever Me, who am no ſtranger to foreign parts; and I will 
in ho- ure you, that in thoſe cities or towns where both 
ndom, _piſts and Proteſtants have the free exerciſe of their 
o pro- "Religion, you ſhall live twenty years in a town, before 
b with hear that any Proteſtant is turned Papiſt (fo few 
5t only a eharms are there in the exerciſe of their Religion be- 
s too! =” ſea) but you ſha!l not be above a year or two in 
necel- n a town, before you hear that ſeveral Papiſts are 
lit that ined Proteſtants (ſuch a force has Truth.) The 
eedlcſs, ion of the Church of Rome, as it is practiſed in 
xecially 8 %%%; T England, 
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Alert le hamlets: [Nijne gebend, uch bus 
gteat Feſtival, they ſhew you a Picture of the Virgin | 
Mary, or of ſome other aint; and the honeſt pre 


qualifies every doctrine, makes the errors foft and 
plauſible ; and they dare not, living in a Proteſtan | 


country, ſerve the Hoſt of Heaven, I mean Saints ant 


Angels, with all their appurtenances, as they do in 


Here their Religion ſeems to be without a ns 
and is clad in the fleece of ſheep ; but if you could 


but make a voyage into Spain or Italy, I doubt not 
but you would ſee the venom of it, and avoid it: ani 
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places where there are no Proteſtants to watch them. 1 


the only way nat to be of the Church of Rome, would * 


be to go to Rome, provided you did not go withou i 


your Bible; In good truth, that Church hath turned“ 
Chriſtianity into a mere outward pomp and ſplendor, 
which raviſhes the eye, but can never content a man's | 


reaſon, Phe gliſtering Gold in their Temples, he 0 


curious Images of Saints and Angels, the numerous and 
| ſtately Altars, the mighty ſilver Statues, the rich ant 
glorious Veſtments you ſee up and down in their Church 9 
es, ſtrike the ſenſes into a kind of extaſy; and it muſt 9 | 
be ſenſe only; for a conſiderate mind, that ſearches 
the inſide of things as well as the ure; cannot be 
ſo eaſily gulled and deceived: And this: outward 


pomp they make not the leaſt fen of the truth of ther 


Church; not remembring, that if this be a good ſign, 


the idvlatrous people of Japan and China, whoſe © 


Temples are infinitely more ſhining and glorious, wil 
have a better title to the true Church than they. 


muſt confeſs, that in policy, and worldly craft and 
cunning, the Church of Rome exceeds ours: for they 
have not only turned the ſpiritual Worſhip of the Gol- 
pel into a ſenſual ſervice, into outward” religious fol- 


malities, a thing ſtrangely pleaſing to fleſh and blood; 
but they have ſhoes that will fit all forts of feet, great 
and ſmall, and have remedies for all diſtempers, and 
2 may go to Heaven in that Church either through ' 


Ou OE or” "_—_— * man which you F 


5 pleaſe a 


bt not 


iI; they bave Monaſteries, and Nunneries, and 
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: They can fit the melancholy perſon and 


the 


erities to content the one, and know how to allow 
ter liberty to the other ; they can either ſend a man 

= Happineſs through a tedious task of mortification,, 
oe likes that method beſt, or help him thither by a 


cker diſpatch, by Confeſſion, Attrition, and Ab- 


Wution. upon a Death-bed, when the man can hold 
bi and the world no longer: Live or die, you cannot 
S amiſs in that Church: for, living you may be for- 
wen, and after death you may be prayed out of Pur- 


: and ory, ſooner. or later, according as you will ſpend: 


Li 


Would 
5 2 be 
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money upon Maſles ; for gold doth ſtrangely quicken 
theſe ſupplications. „ 
Such a Church, Madam, you have eſpouſed; and 


© 8 


by 


= 


der, orced yourſelf from one, that prefers the wiſdom 
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God, and of the Goſpel, before the wiſdom of the 


man's 


1 the feln, and glories in dealing plainly and honeſtly with 


us and men; that keeps cloſe to the Scriptures, and yet 


4 not againſt thoſe pious cuſtoms of Antiquity which 
die not contradictory to the Scriptures ; that gene- 
ully maintains the prerogative of God, and gives no 
ber honour to Saints and Angels, but what may 
> Eonhiſt with the glory of her Creator; that hath 
e no new articles of faith, but keeps to the old, 
n thinks. it rebellion. againſt God, to enjoin things 
i neceſſary to ſalvation, which God never made ſo; 
It urges the ſtricteſt life, and encourages nothing 
0 but what may promote true piety and deyotion ; that 
th no more ceremonies but what are decent, and 
Iabours to free religion at once from flovenlineſs and 
Wen: that ſecures the right of ſoveraign Prin- 
, and teaches: her children to live like good Subjects 
an be her mis- 
tune, that too many of her pretended members live 
e enemics to chriſtianity, yet that is not owing to 
doctrines and conſtitutions, but to the ſtubborn- 
es of men, who will not be reformed by her precepts. 
no man blames Chriſt or his Apoſtles, becauſe 


and good Chriſtians; and though it 
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Jud was a hypocrite, or becauſe Simon Magus pro- 
feſled their religion; ſo they betra an great ignorance 
r 


and ſimplicity,” who, for the monſtrous impieties of _ 
many who profeſs themſelves members of our Aﬀem. 
blies, deſpiſe and flight our Church, which in her 
Principles is moſt averſe from all ſuch practices: A 
Church, which, as for mine own particular, I hay 


1 deliberately and premeditately embraced and choſen; 
ſo, I hope, I ſhall never be ſo much forſaken of God, 


or of my reafon, as to quit it to become a Papiſt, 


have not been altogether a careleſs obſerver of the ſe- 


veral chriſtian Churches diſperſed through the wor! 
Defire of mine own falvation hath made me take par. 
ticular notice, what corruption there is in them, and 


what affinity they have with the primitive profeſſor; 


of chriſtianity: And I muſt freely confeſs, upon 2 
ſerious examination of the Scripture, and the Father: 


of the three firſt centuries after Chriſt, that from my 
heart, I think there is no Church this day, in all th: 
chriſtian world, be it eaſtern or weſtern, that in hc 


principles and conſtitutions bears ſo much of the image 


of the truly primitive Church, or comes ſo near it 


as the Church of England: A Church, which, « 
our Forefathers had courage to burn for, fo I verly 
lieve, that he underſtands not her innocent deſigns, 


and excellent rules, who Cares not die a Martyr i in her 


cauſe. Once more, 
TEE 1 7 7 i r 
i Your fauhful Friend to ſerve You, 
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